COURT  PROCEDURE

account of events. The procedure of the court was explained and the
Bin Yemani were told that the witnesses would all be brought in one by
one, the remainder being out of earshot, and that they would be allowed to
question them on their evidence. The court was simply packed with the
public, including tribesmen and chiefs who had come from considerable
distances.

The evidence, of course, was conclusive and the Bin Yemani, in fact,
admitted their fault- The sentence was carefully assessed, having regard to
their ability to pay, the necessity of making sure that it would be sufficient
to discourage them from further similar crimes, and that yet it would not
be so severe as to cause them any real hardship by depriving them of means
of living. So they were ordered to hand over ten sound she camels, thirty
serviceable rifles, a hundred goats, and twice the amount of money and goods
taken from the parties mentioned in the charges, namely, thirty Maria
Theresa dollars. They were also to provide six hostages, two from each
of their sections, which were to be kept by the Kathiri Sultan at Seiyun
as long as Government considered necessary, but could be changed at the
desire of the culprits provided satisfactory hostages were given in exchange.

The hostage system we copied from the Arabs in this case. The Tmam
Df the Yemen keeps order in his country principally because he has hostages
from tribes of whose loyalty he is doubtful. The beduin in the Protectorate
realize, I think, that under British influence theif hostages would not be
used for their theoretical purpose, but they can never be quite sure, so the
jystem acts satisfactorily enough and the hostages are kept in comparative
uxury.

The proceedings of the trial were generally considered most impressive,
k common comment afterwards was: "If this is the Btigfeh kanun, it is
dso the Muhammadan sheria, and it would be well if all cases in future were
ried in the same way/* The Bin Yemani were told that they had und
Fanuary 28th to pay the fine, filling which their villages and fields wotdd
DC liable to air action until they did pay.

After the formal proceedings of the court I went and had coffee with
iie Bin Yemani in the more friendly atmosphere of the Sultan's bungalow
cvhere they were being entertained. I urged them to make payment, aacl
K> did Seiyid Bubakr and the Sultan, explaining that once they had submitted
;o the terms, and thereby made amends for their crinje, we should hope to
>e friends in future, though'the Government would no fceagec tofaate
nterference with the traffic of the roads.
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